
Oak Tree Elementary School 
The Monroe Public Schools, in collaboration with the members of the 

community, shall ensure that all students receive an exemplary education by 
well-trained, committed staff, in a safe and orderly environment.   

 

Principal’s Newsletter 

April 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Oak Tree Families, 
 
Happy Spring!  Springtime’s warmer weather calls for more outdoor activities! The U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention notes that outdoor activities are less risky than indoor ones, 
where there are less ventilation and space. However, maintaining a distance of at least 6 feet, 
wearing a mask, and limiting the time you are spending with others are still recommended for all 
outdoor activities.  So where can you visit safely? 
 
Visiting a park, a beach, or an outdoor recreational center is likely to be at the top of everyone’s 
list of activities as the weather keeps getting warmer. To help prevent germ spread and limit 
overcrowding, it is recommended that you visit locations that are close to your home, and make 
sure to check any site-specific policies. If you choose to visit a playground, maintaining a 
distance of at least 6 feet and handwashing before and after the visit are highly recommended. 
 
If your child decides to play an outdoor sport, talk to the coach, and let them know you support 
measures to help slow the spread of COVID-19. Ask the coach to reduce physical closeness 
between players in practice areas and on the sidelines, and pack extra masks in your child’s 
sports bag in case one gets wet, dirty, or sweaty.  Washing your hands is highly recommended 
when playing outside, and it is especially important as we continue to fight the spread of 
COVID-19. Encourage handwashing after going to the bathroom, before eating, and after 
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. Make sure your child is using soap and water and 
washing for at least 20 seconds.  
 
We wish you a healthy and safe spring break.  Remember to follow quarantine protocols if you 
are traveling outside of the tri-state area.  We are looking forward to our hybrid students 
returning five days a week on April 12th.  Many thanks to those of you who donated to our 
annual food drive!   
 
Kindest Regards, 

Patty Dinsmore 
Principal  
patricia.dinsmore@monroe.k12.nj.us 
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A WORD FROM MRS. AMENDOLA…… 

This past month we celebrated Read Across America by participating in reading and cross-
curricular activities.  It was a wonderful month to celebrate our love for reading!   
 
This month we will focus our character education instruction on the value of having a positive 
attitude.  You can support our lessons at home by discussing the character values with your 
children, modeling the values, and reading books with your child. 
 
April’s character value is positive attitude.  Before reading some of the books listed below, 
have a conversation with your child about this character trait and ways they can show their 
positive attitudes.  This will support the discussions and lessons we teach here at Oak Tree.  
Below are some books that you can read with your child, which have themes related to the 
character trait: 
 

 I’m Gonna Like Me! by Jamie Lee Curtis 

 Heartprints by PK Hallinan 

 A Beautiful Oops! by Barney Saltzberg 

 ish by Peter Reynolds  

 Enemy Pie by Derek Munson 

 The Good Egg by Jory John & Pete Oswald 
 
Web Resources 

There are so many wonderful educational websites and applications for mobile devices 
available for you to download and use.  You may have some favorites that your children love 
to use, or maybe you are stuck with where to start.  Below are some resources for you to try 
this month: 
     Language Arts 
 Noodle Words 1 – For iOS devices  
       https://apps.apple.com/us/app/noodle-words/id477765985 

- Noodle Bugs demonstrates word meanings in an animated fashion.  Children      can 
interact with the words to make SPIN spin and JUMP jump 

        Sentence Reading Magic – For iOS devices 
 https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sentence-reading- magic/id454581599?mt=8 

 - The app has a reading mode and a sentence building mode.  The 
 sentence building mode is where children can move the words into their  correct 
sentence position.  The reading mode is where children can read  the    words of the 
phrase or sentence and then check their work by  touching the hidden picture. 

          Mathematics  
 Madagascar: Math Ops – For mobile devices 

http://www.jumpstart.com/world-of-madagascar/mobile-apps/madagascar-math-ops 
- Kids solve math problems to free the Zoosters.  The math problems  include      
addition, subtraction, multiplication and divisions. 

 
 SAS Math Stretch – For iOS devices 
 https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sas-math-stretch/id607137453 

- Math Stretch provides a suite of activities for developing elementary math skills and 
number sense. 
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 Math Vocabulary Cards – For mobile devices & desktop 
https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/resources/apps/math-vocabulary-cards 
- This website and app helps students deepen their conceptual understanding of key 
terms in mathematics. Each card features three sections: a math term, a representative 
example or model, and a concise definition. Each section can be hidden or revealed 
providing multiple options for practice.  

  
           STEM 

Design Squad Nation 

http://pbskids.org/designsquad/ 
- Design anything your mind might imagine. Through Design Squad challenges, videos 
and tutorials, you’ll discover all there is to know about engineering principles. 

 
 The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About That!  

http://pbskids.org/catinthehat/ 

- Pre-K STEM games, activities and videos galore. The adventurous Cat in the Hat is 
even ready to lead you on an exotic math safari adventure 
 
Kids Ahead http://kidsahead.com/ 
- The Kids Ahead program is an initiative to increase the number of kids with science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) competencies.  This website is filled 

with many resources such as articles about STEM jobs, activities and events. 
  

          General 
  

Preschool & Kindergarten Learning Games – For iOS devices 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/preschool-kindergarten-games/id509771809?mt=8 
- 21 interactive educational games for preschool and kindergarten children.  Helpful 
voice narrating, colorful graphics, and fun sound effects will help children learn letters, 
spelling, math and more!  

 
 Daniel Tiger’s Grr-ific Feelings – For mobile devices 

https://pbskids.org/apps/daniel-tigers-grr-ific-feelings.html# 
- Daniel Tiger’s Grrific Feelings provides an app in which kids can learn about different 
types of feelings while playing and singing with Daniel Tiger.  Each game has a specific 
feeling to complete an activity around such as feeling frustrated and having to find a lost 
toy, or feeling happy and making Daniel Tiger dance.  This app provides an age- 
appropriate way to explore different types of feelings with children ages 3-5 and is a 
great way to start conversations with your children about feelings.  
 
Go Noodle – For mobile devices https://www.gonoodle.com/ 
- 300+ dance videos, yoga exercises, and mindfulness activities for kids. 

Many of our teachers have wonderful web resources posted on their class webpages as well.  
Be sure to check out the webpage of your child’s teacher!    
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NEWS FROM OUR MEDIA SPECIALIST 

 
Have you visited our "Little Library" yet? It is out front of the school by the flag. You can take a 

book anytime you want. You can donate a book there too! You can even access photos and 

information about how to volunteer as a guest steward!  

Narley's Little Library : https://roadside4.wixsite.com/narley 

Are you reading on Epic at home? Remember our book goal this school year is to read 75,000 

or more books online as a school. 

You also have access to MackinVia. This website also has online books to read and it is open 

all hours and days, even during the summer!  

MackinVia: https://www.mackinvia.com/  Username: oaktree  Password: books 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE, MRS. MC NUTT 
Tips for staying healthy 

Hand washing and avoiding touching eyes, nose, mouth and face are the single most important 

ways to stay healthy. Encourage your child to visit www.scrubclub.org or 

https://www.brainpop.com/health/diseasesinjuriesandconditions/coronavirus/ for some fun and 

interactive games and activities on hand washing and staying healthy.  

Hearing screenings are done annually in school in the primary grades and are then 
done periodically as children move through the school system. You may not realize 
it, but every day your children are exposed to loud noises. Over time, loud noise can 
affect their hearing, potentially resulting in noise-induced hearing loss. Healthy 
hearing contributes to children’s academic performance and social development, so 
it’s important to know about any changes in your child’s ability to hear his or her 
teachers and peers. 
 
A hearing screening is a quick and cost-effective way to determine if someone is 
experiencing a hearing problem. Using earphones to capture information for both ears, 
this test determines the faintest tones children can hear at varying pitches. During the pure-tone 
test, children are asked to respond to the sounds they hear through the earphones. 
 

 
 
Hearing tests are quick and painless. If your child is screened and does not pass, it is important 
to follow up with an otolaryngologist (ENT doctor) and an audiologist. The audiologist can 
determine if your child has hearing loss, evaluate the level and type of any hearing loss, and 
recommend treatment options.  
 
Hearing Loss is Preventable 

Keep in mind that noise-induced hearing loss is preventable. To protect their hearing, 
encourage your children to: 
Lower the volume 
Move away from the noise 
Wear hearing protection 
 

http://www.scrubclub.org/
https://www.brainpop.com/health/diseasesinjuriesandconditions/coronavirus/


Research shows that children make better health decisions when their parents and other adults 
actively talk to them about such issues. Talk with the children in your life about the causes and 
prevention of noise-induced hearing loss so that healthy hearing habits become a natural choice 
early on.  Children also learn through observation and imitation. Set a good example: adopt 
healthy hearing habits yourself, and your children will follow suit. 
 
Headphones 

Many children use headphones when listening to music, playing video games or using the 
computer. Check out the guidelines for safe headphone use below. 
 

 Choose headphones with a good seal. If your over-the-ear or in-the-ear headphones 
have a good seal, you’ll be less likely to turn up the volume to drown out other sounds. 
But be careful! If you’re moving around while listening to music with headphones or 
earbuds, you’ll need to stay safe and hear important sounds around you, like 
approaching cars, trains, bicycles, and other people. 

 Try to use headphones or earbuds for only one hour a day. 

 If you listen to music with headphones or earbuds for 1½ hours or less per day, set your 
device to play at no higher than 80 percent of the maximum volume. 

 If you listen to music with headphones or earbuds for more than 1½ hours per day, set 
your device to play at no more than 60 percent of the maximum volume. 

 Give your ears a rest: take regular breaks from your headphones or earbuds. 

 Don’t listen with just one earbud. It’s harder to hear the music and you might be tempted 
to turn up the volume, putting that one ear at serious risk. 

 A good rule of thumb for parents recommended by James Battey, MD is that if a parent 
is an arm’s length away and asks their child a question, the child should be able to hear 
and answer the question. 
Information and references from the Noisy Planet Website which is a National Institute of 
Health Website encouraging parents to learn about and be mindful of their children’s 
hearing needs now and in their future. 

 
 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

April 
1-5  Spring Break Continues 
9  Falcon Leadership Recognition Ceremony 
26  Board of Education Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

Our MCFOODS March Fundraiser is continuing success!  Everyone should be very proud of 

themselves for giving to others. Together as a school, we are helping replenish the supply of 

food at the county distribution site to ensure that Middlesex County residents who are in need 

have access to nutritious foods and necessities.  Thank you for your generosity! 

Student Council Spirit Week was absolutely fabulous! Thank you to EVERYONE who 

participated! Our school Padlet was filled with beautiful pictures of everyone celebrating and 

showing off their spirit! Which class is the MOST spirited? We shall find out soon!   

https://padlet.com/patriciadinsmore/5xd3mr85f52htuy1 

 

 

 
COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
Our value for the month of April is "Positive Attitude".  For our students, we use the Cub Scout's 
definition of "positive attitude" as being cheerful and setting our minds to look for and find the 
best in all situations.  Our Mindful Word of the Month is “Mindful Thinking”.  During our 
classroom guidance lessons this month we will be focusing on how our thoughts affect our 

feelings.  We will learn different ways to help bring about a positive attitude and look 
for the positives in every situation. Our students will discover that doing the "right 

thing" for ourselves and others can aid us in having a positive attitude and 
outlook on our lives.  Parents can reinforce this at home by showing your 

children how you make an effort to find the positive aspects and 
lessons in situations, even during difficult times.  We are eager to 
see how our students show us their positive attitudes which will 
help get us all off to a great start this spring. 

 
 
 
ATTENDANCE AND PLANNED EXTENDED ABSENCE POLICY 
 
Regular attendance is a requisite for success in school.  New Jersey law requires that students 
attend school regularly and it is the parent’s responsibility to insure that their child attends 
school.  Please stress the importance of daily school attendance to your child.  There are times 
throughout the school year when families may find it necessary to take their children out of 
school for an extended period of time.  Our Board Policy addresses the criteria that should be 
followed should this occur.  If you will be taking your child out of school for an extended period 
of time (10 days or more), kindly provide a letter from the parent/guardian to the school 
addressing the number of days and dates the child will be missing school.  Policy states the 

https://padlet.com/patriciadinsmore/5xd3mr85f52htuy1


student will be dis-enrolled during this absence period.  No homework or make-up tests will be 
provided.  Upon returning to school, the parent/guardian will be responsible for re-registering the 
child.   
 
 
 
NEWS FROM THE READING SPECIALIST 

This month, let’s think about how good readers comprehend what they 

have read. Beginning readers start by learning how to make predictions. 

This doesn’t only happen before reading. It should also occur during 

reading, such as when the problem in the story has been introduced. 

You can ask your reader, “How do you think the problem will be 

solved?” 

Inferring is another very important comprehension skill. This means 

readers must read between the lines and figure out what makes 

the most sense based on the clues in the text. You might ask your 

reader the following: What do you think the author wants you to 

know? What is the author implying? What do you already know that 

can help you to infer? 

Chances are, you already know that asking your reader questions 

about what they are reading is important. However, make sure you are asking 

both “thin” and “thick” questions. Here are two examples so you can see the difference. Thin 

question: Who are the characters? Thick question: “Why would the character say that? Let’s 

look more closely at page 10.” Thick questions require the reader to search for a deeper 

understanding of the text. 

Lastly, visualizing is an important tool. It is sometimes described as making a movie in your 

mind while reading. Most people visualize without realizing we do it. It is important for young 

readers to recognize their visualizations because it helps them check their understanding of 

what is actually happening in the text. Here are some questions to ask your reader: What are 

you picturing in your mind? What stands out to you in the story and makes you think more? 

Describe your visualization to me. 

Have fun reading and talking about all of the wonderful books you find this month! 

Happy reading, 

Mrs. Kappus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FALCON LEADERSHIP AWARD 

 
The following students were nominated by their 
grade level teachers to receive the Falcon 
Leadership Award in March.  Each student is being 
recognized for demonstrating responsible and 
respectful behavior.  We are so proud of them!!!! 
 
March 
K Shea -      Shourya Malhotra   

1 Sarcone – Ria Kachroo  

2 Zappolo –  Sanjana Penumacha  

3 Winther –  Avni Nayak  

 
 

 

 
 


